ANNOUNCEMENT FV- 204

PURCHASE OF CANNED DRI ED BEANS
FOR DI STRI BUTI ON TO ELI G BLE OQUTLETS

AMENDMENT NO. 1

This amendnent is being issued to (1) include the el ectronic subni ssion of
of fers through the Donestic Electronic Bid Entry System (DEBES) via the
Internet, (2) change the bid closing time from Washi ngton, D.C. (Eastern)
time to CENTRAL TIME, (3) rempve the option of specifying maxi num units by
shi ppi ng point on offers, and (4) renove the requirement of providing the
gross weight on offers. Offers may still be submitted by mail, facsimle
(FAX) or hand delivery. Please note, all bids submtted electronically or

ot herwi se must be submitted by the CENTRAL TIME and the date specified in the

I nvitation.

Section I1.A \Were and When to Submit O fers is hereby anended to include
the follow ng information which provides for the el ectronic subm ssion of
of fers through DEBES.

Browser requirements for DEBES for electronic bidding are described in
Attachment 1. To subnmit bids electronically through DEBES; an offeror
must request a login IDin order to access the web site. See
Attachnment 3 to request a logon ID. If offeror is concerned about

el ectronic bid receipt, offeror may al so FAX bid.

(a) For bids subnmitted electronically, access the DEBES production web

site at:

http://pcsd.usda.gov/debes

This translates into a connection of
https://pcsd. usda. gov: 3077/ ndbc1000. exe?

Once connected to DEBES, follow the online procedures. Cick on
the “Hel p” button” for detailed instructions on using the system
or call 202-270-4517 for assistance.

See Attachment 2 for sanple of bid submtted through DEBES.

(b) AMS will not be responsible for any failure attributed to the

transmi ssion of the bid data prior to being accepted and stored on

our web server including, but not Iinmted, to the follow ng:

Any failure of the offeror’s conputer hardware or software
Avail ability of your Internet service provider.

Delay in transm ssion due to the speed of your nodem
Delay in transm ssion due to excessive volunme of I|nternet
traffic.
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In the event of problenms submitting bids electronically, offers
shoul d be FAXED prior to bid closing.

Section Il. A Were and Wen to Subnmit Ofers is hereby further anended to
change the first sentence of the |last paragraph to read as foll ows:

O fers, nodifications, or withdrawals of offers under this Announcenent
must be received into either the DEBES | ockbox or be received by the
USDA mai lroom the Contracting Oficer of the Fruit and Vegetabl e
Programs, or the USDA- AMS-NTS Conmuni cati ons Center not |ater than the
Central Time and the date specified in the Invitation

Section Il1.B. What to Subnmit is hereby amended to include the foll ow ng
information for bids submtted electronically through the Domestic El ectronic
Bid Entry system ( DEBES).

Offers submitted through DEBES must include the follow ng:

1. Answers to all certification questions.

2. Bid prices for as many item nunbers as desired.

3. Constraints according to the follow ng anended Item 4 of Section
Il.B. of Announcenent. At |east one constraint nust be entered
before a bid can be subnitted via the DEBES system

In the DEBES system a vendor’'s plant and shipping point information
will display froma database for selection to enter bid data.

Therefore, vendor nmust notify USDA of plant and shippi ng point
additions or changes in sufficient time for USDA to update the

dat abase. Attachment 4 nay be used to request vendor address additions
or changes.

Section I1.B. Wiat to Submit is hereby further amended to change Item 4 for
all methods of bid subnissions to read as foll ows:

4. (a) The maxi mum number of units (whole purchase units) of each
commodity type (if applicable) offeror is willing to sell for each
delivery period, or conbination of delivery periods. The maxi num
nunber of units may be different for each delivery period, if
desired.

(b) The maxi mum nurmber of units (whol e purchase units) of each
commodity type (if applicable), or conbination of commodity types,
offeror is willing to sell for the entire Invitation

(c) The mini mum nunmber of units (whol e purchase units) of each
comodity type offeror is willing to sell for the entire Invitation
The m ninmum permitted for each conmodity type shall not exceed 3
purchase units unless specified differently in the Invitation

Not es:

I f the maxi mum nunber of units offered for the delivery
period(s) and/or the entire Invitation is not quoted, AMS
may award up to the maxi mum denmand for each item of fered.

Vendors may specify a maxi mum nunber of units offered for
each commodity type (if applicable) and plant, or
conbi nation of plants, if nore than one plant will be used.
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Maxi mum quantity offered may be greater than the demand
shown on the Invitation.

Section Il.B. What to Subnit is further anended to replace Item 8 (gross
wei ght per carton) with a new ltem 8 requiring certification as to the
accuracy of the SF-129. This change is applicable to all methods of bid
subnissions. Item8 is changed to read as foll ows:

8. Oferor (DOES) (DCES NOT) certify that the SF-129 on file with the
contracting officer is accurate and part of this offer

Exhibit C — Sanple Format for Submitting Ofers is hereby anmended as foll ows:

Item4 — *Shipping Point 1' is changed to ‘Plant 1' and ‘ Shi ppi ng
Point 2° is changed to ‘Plant 2’ to reflect nmaxi numunits specified by
pl ant i nstead of by shipping point.

Iltem8 — is changed to ‘Does’ to reflect the replacing of the gross
wei ght under Item 8 with SF-129 certification

This anmendnent is effective with Invitations issued after October 1, 2000.

Al'l other terns and conditions of Announcerment FV-204 renmain unchanged.

Si ncerely,

Susan E. Proden

Contracting O ficer
Comodity Procurenment Branch
Fruit and Vegetabl e Program
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